German Plural Patterns

The following chart shows the dozen different ways that German nouns can form the plural (die Mehrzahl). All German plurals have the plural article die in the nominative and accusative cases, der in the genitive plural, den in the dative plural. Most German plurals add an extra -n or -en to the plural form in the dative case (if they do not already end in -n or -en). 

Hint: Learning the noun plurals is a lot like learning gender. It is best to simply learn a noun with both its gender and its plural form. 

Although there are at least a dozen ways to form the plural in German, beginners should concentrate on the first five or six of the German plural forms listed below. More advanced learners should be aware of all of them. They are ranked here with the more common forms first:

	German Plural Formation

	Plural 1
	 Add an -e: der Hund - Hunde

	Plural 2
	 Add an -en: die Zeit - Zeiten

	Plural 3
	 No change: das Mädchen - Mädchen

	Plural 4
	 Add an -n: die Kugel - Kugeln

	Plural 5
	 Add ¨er or -er: das Haus - Häuser, das Kleid - Kleider

	Plural 6
	 Add an -s: das Auto - Autos

	Plural 7
	 Stem vowel adds ¨: der Apfel - Äpfel, der Bruder - Brüder

	Plural 8
	 Add an -nen: die Lehrerin - Lehrerinnen

	Plural 9
	 Add an -se: das Erlebnis - Erlebnisse

	Plural 10
	 Add ¨e: der Kran - Kräne

	Plural 11
	 Suffix/ending changes: der Organismus - Organismen, 

 das Museum - Museen

	Plural 12
	 Foreign word plurals: das Prinzip - Prinzipien


The following chart shows various German plural forms 

with examples.

	Singular
	Plural
	Beispiel / Example

	German Plural Form 1 (-e)

	das Jahr
year
	Jahre
years
	Wie die Jahre vergehen.
How the years go by.

	der Kapitän
captain
	Kapitäne
captains
	Die Kapitäne haben gestreikt.
The captains went on strike.

	der Schuh
shoe
	Schuhe
shoes
	Wo sind deine Schuhe?
Where are your shoes?

	das Ventil
valve
	Ventile
valves
	Die Ventile waren geschlossen.
The valves were closed.

	German Plural Form 2 (-en)

	das Bett
bed
	Betten
beds
	Ich muss die Betten machen.
I have to make the beds.

	der Student
student
	Studenten
students
	Die Studenten sind müde.
The students are tired.

	die Tür
door
	Türen
doors
	Die Türen sind aus Holz.
The doors are made of wood.

	die Zeitung
newspaper
	Zeitungen
newspapers
	Deutsche Zeitungen kann ich nicht lesen.
I can't read German newspapers.

	NOTE: Most feminine noun suffixes (-ung, -heit, -ion, -keit, etc.) add -en in the plural.

	German Plural Form 3 (-)

	der Becher
mug
	Becher
mugs
	Wo sind die Becher?  /  Where are the mugs?

	der Fehler
mistake
	Fehler
mistakes
	Er hat keine Fehler gemacht.
He made no mistakes.

	das Fenster
window
	Fenster
windows
	Kannst du die Fenster schließen?
Can you close the windows?

	das Mädchen
girl
	Mädchen
girls
	Die Mädchen sind schön.
The girls are pretty.

	German Plural Form 4 (-n)

	die Familie
family
	Familien
families
	Die Familien sind klein.   

The families are small.

	die Schule
school
	Schulen
schools
	Sind die Schulen gut?  /  Are the schools good?

	die Straße
street
	Straßen
streets
	Die Straßen von San Franzisko
The streets of San Francisco

	das Wochenende
weekend
	Wochenenden
weekends
	Ich mag Wochenenden.   /   I like weekends.

	German Plural Form 5 (-¨er or -er)

	das Bad
bath, spa
	Bäder
baths, spas
	Diese Bäder sind heiß.  /  These baths are hot.

	das Dach
roof
	Dächer
roofs
	Die Dächer sind schön.  /  The roofs are pretty.

	das Ei
egg
	Eier
eggs
	Die Eier sind braun.   /   The eggs are brown.

	das Kleid
dress
	Kleider
dresses/clothes
	Kleider machen Leute.

Clothes make the man.

	German Plural Form 6 (-s)

	das Auto
car
	Autos
cars
	Es gibt zu viele Autos in der Stadt.
There are too many cars in the city.

	das Baby
baby
	Babys
babies
	Die Babys schreien.   /   The babies are crying.

	der Park
park
	Parks
parks
	Die Parks sind schön.   /   The parks are pretty.

	das Ufo
UFO
	Ufos
UFOs
	Ich habe keine Ufos je gesehen.
I've never seen any UFOs.

	German Plural Form 7 (¨)

	der Bruder
brother
	Brüder
brothers
	Er hat zwei Brüder.   /   He has two brothers.

	der Garten
garden
	Gärten
gardens
	Die Gärten von Versailles sind herrlich.
The gardens of Versailles are magnificent.

	die Mutter
mother
	Mütter
mothers
	Hier arbeiten nur wenige Mütter.
Only very few mothers work here.

	die Tochter
daughter
	Töchter
daughters
	Wie viele Töchter haben Sie?
How many daughters do you have?

	German Plural Form 8 (-nen)

	die Ärztin
physician (f.)
	Ärztinnen
physicians
	Heutzutage gibt es mehr Ärztinnen als früher.
Nowadays there are more female physicians than before.

	die Freundin
friend (f.)
	Freundinnen
friends (f.)
	Kommen deine Freundinnen auch?
Are your girl friends coming, too?

	NOTE: All feminine nouns ending in -in add -nen to form the plural.

	German Plural Form 9 (-se)

	die Besorgnis
worry
	Besorgnisse
worries
	Welche Besorgnisse hast du?
Which concerns do you have?

	das Erlebnis
experience
	Erlebnisse
experiences
	Wie waren deine Erlebnisse dort?
How were your experiences there?

	die Kenntnis
knowledge
	Kenntnisse
knowledge
	Man muss gute Kenntnisse in Mathe haben.
One has to have a good knowledge of math.

	das Zeugnis
report, grade
	Zeugnisse
reports, grades
	Sie hat immer gute Zeugnisse.
She always has good reports /grades.

	NOTE: Some words used in the plural in German, such as Kenntnisse above, may not translate into English in the plural. 

	German Plural Form 10 (¨+e)

	der Arzt
physician
	Ärzte
physicians
	Die Ärzte waren dagegen.
The physicians were against it.

	der Gast
guest, customer
	Gäste
guests, customers
	Wie viele Gäste sind eingeladen?
How many guests are invited?

	die Kuh
cow
	Kühe
cows
	Die Kühe sind in der Scheune.
The cows are in the barn.

	die Stadt
city
	Städte
cities
	Die Städte haben kein Geld.
The cities have no money.


A similar difference in the usage of the plural or singular exists between German and English. In German there are certain nouns that are always plural, while the English equivalent is singular. In fact, for German nouns like Möbel (furniture) or Leute (people) there is no singular form of the word. Such collective nouns are always plural in German but usually singular in English.

There is also the opposite case, which is even more common: nouns that are singular in German but plural in English. An example is the German word for "weeds." In English you say "the weeds are growing fast" (plural), while 

in German you would say: "das Unkraut wächst sehr schnell" (singular).

Look at the following comparison of singular and plural use with English and German nouns:

	Deutsch
	English
	Beispiel / Example

	GERMAN Singular - ENGLISH Plural

	das Feuerwerk
	the fireworks
	Das Feuerwerk war sehr schön.
The fireworks were gorgeous.

	die Polizei
	the police
	Die Polizei kommt.   /   The police are coming.

	GERMAN Plural - ENGLISH Singular

	die Möbel
	the furniture
	Die Möbel waren ganz neu.
The furniture was quite new.

	die USA
	the USA
	Die USA sind ein großes Land.
The USA is a large country.


The chief danger of such nouns is using the wrong verb form. It just doesn't sound right for an American to say, "The US are growing at a rate of..." – but that is exactly how German makes that statement. In German, the USA are plural, which of course is the truly logical way to express it. After all, the name is "The United States of America" (with an "s"), not "The United State"! (In German the full name of "die USA" is "die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika" – also plural.)

But, as you can see in the chart above, the reverse of this singular/plural phenomenon also happens with common everyday words such as "the police" or "fireworks." In German the police is coming, and the fireworks is beautiful. The German word is singular, the English is plural. The trick is to learn these few exceptions and avoid using a singular verb with a plural noun or the other way around. 

The following chart shows nouns that are singular or plural in German, but the opposite in English. We have also included a few other unusual singular/plural categories.

	Deutsch
	English
	Beispiel / Example

	GERMAN Singular - ENGLISH Plural

	die Asche
	ashes
	Seine Asche liegt in London.

His ashes lie in London.

	der Balkan
	the Balkans
	auf dem Balkan   /   in the Balkans

	die Brille
	glasses
	Meine Brille ist neu.   /   My glasses are new.

	der Dank
	thanks
	Er hat unseren Dank.  /   He has our thanks.

	die Dynamik
	the dynamics
	Die Dynamik fehlte.
The dynamics were missing.

	das Feuerwerk
	the fireworks
	Das Feuerwerk war sehr schön.
The fireworks were gorgeous.

	das Gemüse
ein Gemüse
	vegetables
a vegetable
	Frisches Gemüse schmeckt am besten.
Fresh vegetables taste the best.
Slang: junges Gemüse = youngsters, young whippersnappers

	der Hafer
	oats
	Der Hafer ist reif.   /   The oats are ripe.

	die Hose
	pants
	Seine Hose ist grau.   /   His pants are gray.

	der Inhalt
	the contents
	Der Inhalt ging verloren.

The contents were lost.

	die Kaserne
	the barracks
	Die Kaserne ist sehr alt.

The barracks are very old.

	der Klerus
	the clergy
	Der Klerus ist heilig.   /   The clergy are holy.

	das Mittelalter
	the Middle Ages
	Das Mittelalter war eine schwere Zeit.
The Middle Ages were difficult times.

	die Polizei
	the police
	Die Polizei kommt.   /   The police are coming.

	das Quartier
	quarters
	Das Quartier ist nicht fertig.
The quarters are not ready.

	die Schere
	the scissors
	Die Schere ist scharf.  / The scissors are sharp.

	die Statistik
	statistics
	Die Statistik lügt nicht.   /   Statistics don't lie.

	die Treppe
	the stairs
	Die Treppe ist steil.   /   The steps are steep.

	die Umgebung
	surroundings
	Die Umgebung ist schmutzig.
The surroundings are dirty.

	das Unkraut
	the weeds
	Das Unkraut war hoch.
The weeds were high.

	das Vieh
das Rindvieh
	cattle
	Das Vieh weidet.   /   The cattle are grazing.

	das Volk
	the people*
	Wir sind das Volk.   /   We are the people.

	* das Volk means the people of a nation. Sometimes it is even translated as "nation." It is different from die Leute (people in general) or die Menschen

(human beings, mankind).

	die Zange
	the tongs
	Die Zange ist dort.   /   The tongs are there.

	GERMAN Plural - ENGLISH Singular

	die Ferien
	vacation,
(Brit.) holidays
	Die Sommerferien kommen bald.
Summer vacation is coming soon.

	die Haare
	hair*
	Meine Haare sind zu lang.
My hair is too long.

	* Hair is usually plural in German (die Haare). Das/Ein Haar refers to one hair, but you can say either "sie hat  rotes Haar" (sing.) or "sie hat rote Haare" (plur.) for "she has red hair."

	die Möbel
	the furniture
	Die Möbel waren ganz neu.
The furniture was quite new.

	die USA
	the USA
	Die USA sind ein großes Land.
The USA is a large country.

	German Singular - English -s Ending - Verb Still Singular

	die Mathematik
	mathematics
	Usually shortened to just Mathe

	die Physik
	physics
	---

	Only Plural in German - Unusual or No Singular

	die Eltern
	parents
	One parent: das Elternteil

	die Ferien
	vacation,
(Brit.) holidays
	No singular form in German

	die Geschwister
	siblings,
brothers & sisters
	Sing.: die Schwester/der Bruder
The formal singular, das Geschwister, means "sibling"

	die Leute
	people
	Sing.: die Person

	die Kosten
	costs/cost
	No German singular

	die Möbel
	furniture
	piece of furniture = das Möbelstück




